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Student Reveals 
CIA COERCION 

Withdrawal from CIA involvement as 
difficult as withdrawal from Cosa v 

Nostra according to Senator Hartke. 





(The following is taken from a 
speech made in the Senate toy 
Sen. Vance Hartke. D-Ind. ) 



I spent some valuable hours 
this week listening to, and ask- 
ing questions of, a young student 
leader who has revealed to me 
some of the experiences of re- 
cruitment by the CIA's "Covert 
Action No. 5", a subdivision of 
the Central Intelligence Agency' s 
Plans Division. 

It became plain to me that the 
C3A-NSA relationship is more 
than merely subsidy. 

His story is a grim reminder 
that we are "running seared," so 
to speak, in this latter - day 
cold war. That we are playing 
international gamesmanship by 
totalitarian rules. 

What about "Covert Action No. 
5"? How does it work? What are 
the duties of a student so in- 
volved? Some examples suffices 

Before and during the crisis 
in the Dominican Republic, Amer- 
ican student leaders visited the 
Dominican Republic at CIA expense 
ostensibly to confer with student 
leaders there on university mod- 
ernization. Their orders were 
ltd provide names and dossiers 
of political evaluation of those 
student leaders. This informa- 
tion was passed to the CIA Plans 
Division and to local area spec- 
ialists . 

Everything that I am repeating 
now certainly comes from no clas- 
sified information. It comes 
directly from the students in- 
volved. 

After this incident, and others 
some American student leaders 
sought to disassociate themselves 
from their CIA involvement. 

How does one do this? I asked. 

Withdrawal from CIA involvement 
for an American student, can be 
as difficult as withdrawing from 
the Cosa Nostra, I learned in my 
personal interrogation. 

One such student, now in a 
prominent law college, sought 
the services of a lawyer to de- 
termine whether he could offer 
citizen's testimony; that is, to 
state publicly his role in the 
CIA-NSA network without possible 



future recrimination. According 
to this young student leader, his 
lawyer was told by the CIA to 
drop his interest in the case. 
The student leader himself was 
told, through his lawyer and 
others, that the penalties were 
grave: If the student leader 

persisted in his efforts to re- 
veal his CIA - NSA role, his CIA 
record would be documented with 
evidence of his psychiatric in- 
stability. The threat held out 
or implied to him was that he 
would be branded throughout his 
lifetime as unfit to hold a re- 
sponsible position in government 
or in private industry. 

As appalling as this appears,, 

I am left with no reason to doubt 
this evidence of the elaborate 
infiltration of American insti- 
tutions by the CIA. As yet the 
Congress, as apart from the ad- 
ministration, has no avenues of 
meaningful investigation. We 
have been told, as a people, by 
a former Deputy Director of the 
Department of Defense, that to 
lie for one's government is in 
the public interest. But in this 
same frame of reference, it is 
evidently unlawful to expose de- 
tails of the clandestine rela- 
tionship between our top-secret 
espionage organization and the 
college students of this Nation. 

As a onetime student govern- 
ment leader, long before NSA was 
organized, I have reasons to 
believe Philip Werdell, an offi- 
cial of the National . Student 
Association, who states: - 

"Offioers of the NSA who had 
signed national security oaths 
have not violated their trust, 
yet they have been threatened 
with legal action, and this has 
only been a part of the harass- 
ment. The CIA has intimidated 
themwith personal threats rang- 
ing from character assassination 
to placing pressure upon the 
"establishment" to reject them 
from responsible roles in Amer- 
ican society." 



From the Congressional Record, 
February 24, 1967. 




